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Several other Old Girls honoured us with their 

presence, including Ms Adlette Eberhart, the 

headgirl of 1946, who cut the birthday cake for 

us.  Mrs Penny Berens, Mrs Elspeth Campbell, 

Mrs Margaret Webster and Mrs Elodi Koller 

(all the way from Israel) were also up on stage. 

How privileged we were to have them here with 

us!  We had a wonderful 150 birthday cake, to 

which every class contributed ten beautifully 

decorated cupcakes in silver, blue and white, 

with candles.   
Mr Stephen Coetzee,  

Mrs Karelien Kriel  

and Mr Carl Pot- 

gieter among them  

had constructed an  

actual 150 Cake  

frame for us.  

 

 

 

 
 

We started the day with a 

special Birthday Assembly, 

where we had Ms Letitia 

Snyman, principal of Rhenish 

from 1986 to 2002, as our 

guest speaker. Miss Bertha 

Voigt – the first Lady 

Principal of Rhenish, paid us 

a special visit in the guise of 

Heather Scott, also an Old 

Girl of the school. (Some 

rather bemused Gr 8s were 

overheard asking whether 

Miss Voigt was actually still 

alive?!) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every girl and adult present at the Assembly 

was given the chance to write his or her name 

on a river stone and place it on a previously 

prepared foundation, to form our own 150 

Ebenezer stone – a reminder of our Ebenezer 

God – the Stone of Help: “Hitherto has the 
Lord Helped us!”   The learners and the staff 

 

 

“Happy Birthday, dear Rhenish, Happy Birthday to you!” 
“I was there!” Over 1200 excited Rhenishers will be able to say that they were indeed ”there,” and had a 

special part to play in the Rhenish 150 Birthday celebrations which took place on 30 April and 1 May. 

 

 



 

combined to give the School the beautiful new 

water feature in the middle of the Quad, which 

some of our parents have worked so hard to re-

furbish for us.  

 

And then there was the excitement of the 

Procession from the School to the Braak, with 

the Primary and High Schools marching in 

three fifty-era sections, led respectively by a 

horse-drawn carriage, a vintage car and a 

hybrid vehicle, the Prius.  

 
 

We were honoured to have a local band – from 

Jamestown – providing rousing music along the 

way. Stellenboschers and tourists came out to 

wave and to take photographs of the 

enthusiastic parade.   

 
 

On the Braak, in front of the Rhenish Church 

and the Rhenish Institute (PJ Olivier Art 

centre) – a place dear to the Rhenish 

community - we paused to honour the founder 

of this town – Governor Simon van der Stel – 

and the founders of this school: the Reverends 

Luckhoff, Weber and Terlinden, as well as all 

the 100s of learners and staff members who 

have been Rhenishers before us.  

 

 
 

The cheerful procession then moved down the 

main road to the Moederkerk, where everyone 

squeezed into the lovely old Moederkerk for our 

Thanksgiving Service, led by the Revs Martin 

Lund and David Hunter. The Primary and High 

School Choirs and Orchestras all performed 

during this special Service. It was a wonderful 

time of Thanksgiving for all that has gone 

before,   and  of   Hope  for  the   future  of  the 

Rhenish  

schools. 

A  stylish  

reception  

at  the  

Hofmeyer   

Hall for the   

adults,  and  

in the Theo-  

logical College  

Gardens for  

the learners,  

rounded off  

this  event   

in  a suitable  

fashion. 

  
 



 

The afternoon continued with a Rhenish family 

picnic around braai fires on the RGHS grounds,  

 
and included a fun-filled massed soccer game, the 

cutest pre-school Drum Majorettes parade by the 

Happy Days drummies a delightful musical talent 

show and an awe inspiring fireworks display!  

 
Special thanks to Mr Jacques Arzul and Mr 

Raymond Danowski for making this latter event 

possible.  
 

Saturday saw the Rhenish Old Girls Union 

holding their Gala 150 Luncheon for over 300 

guests at the Joostenburg Estates.  It was a 

fascinating occasion, full of nostalgia and glad 

(and noisy) reunions, as Past Rhenishers from all 

over the world got together, many for the first 

time since leaving school.  

Did you know that it is possible for ladies to carry 

on at least three conversations all at the same 

time? And all this while listening to 

announcements being made over the microphone?  
 

We express our special thanks to Mrs Helette van 

der Westhuizen, Ms Elaine Hyland and our staff 

for having organized the main Birthday event so 

very competently. Thanks go to all the parents 

and past Rhenishers who marched with us and 

attended the Service. We enjoyed sharing this day 

with you.   

This truly has been a birthday to remember! 
 

In between all of this, there is other news too: 

Our intrepid Rhenish Swimming teams had 

three determined sets of girls in the freezing 

water last Sunday in the Annual Robben 

Charity Island Charity Swim. Kate Hershaw 

and Caitlin Kat were the very first schools’ 

team home, followed by the Rhenish 2nd team.  

 

The third team also finished in the top ten 

schools’ teams. Well done to you all! We are so 

proud of you! And many thanks to the parents 

who provided the boats, and the staff, who went 

along to look after our girls.  

 

In other swimming news, congratulations go to 

Michelle Nieuwstad (10D), who qualified to 

participate in the Junior Nationals champion-

ships during April. She achieved personal best 

times in most of her events and was selected to 

anchor the senior Western Province B Team’s 

50x4 freestyle relay.  

 

Cindy Hooper (10C) and her horse Kiros  

competed for Rhenish at a SANEF Schools show 

in Swellendam recently and obtained a 1st 

place, 2 second places and 3 thirds.  

 

In the Eisteddfods that took place all over 

Stellenbosch this week, Ms Linda de Villiers 

and her Rhenish Orchestra got a Cum Laude 

Award for their performance! Well done – you 

just get better and better, every time you 

perform.  The Rhenish 150 Prestige Music 

Concert will take place on Thursday 13 May in 

the Endler Hall at 19:00. Please get your tickets 

from Mary Shaw at Reception: you do not want 

to miss out on this wonderful event! Come and 

listen to the Choirs and orchestras of both 

schools, as well as to distinguished 

performances from Past Rhenishers. 

 

The Rhenish Open Day will take place on 

Tuesday 11 May from 16:00 to 20:00.  Please 

advise friends and family members who have 

Grade 7 girls of this event. 

 

Please read the attached letter concerning 

Examinations, very carefully, and return the 

Reply Slip to the school on Monday 10 May. 

 

ÉColumbine Commaille 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 
 

SOCIAL NETBALL : 
Mondays 15h30 to 16h30 and 

Thursdays 16h00 to 17h00 on the 

Rhenish premises. Contact Ms 

Alex Butterfield to sign up. 

 
 

WE HAVE YOUR  

BRAAI GRID!!  

To whomever is desperately 

looking for their lovely Braai Grid 

left behind at Fridayôs Picnic: We 

have it at Reception for You!! 

 

NEW HERITAGE CLUB LAUNCHED AT RHENISH HIGH 

To coincide with the 150th birthday celebration of Rhenish Girls’ High, The Rhenish High Heritage 

Club, has recently been launched. “ Rhenish is currently celebrating a very important milestone, 

and as parents we have created the Heritage Club with the aim of providing a platform from 

which we can help take care of the school and its many  facilities for future Rhenishers,” said co-

ordinater  and Rhenish parent, Mrs Nicky Myburgh. 

“Most  schools  simply  cannot  survive  without  

The  support  of  parents  and  the  community,  

as school budgets are stretched to their capacity.” 

The objective of the Heritage club is to raise its  

own funds  for projects  concerning the upkeep  

and maintenance of the school buildings, sport  

facilities as well as the school grounds. 

“ We are all extremely proud of  Rhenish High 

 given last year’s matric results, which placed us  

as the only Stellenbosch High School amongst the  

Top Ten schools in the Western Cape, and also our  

recent dominance of Girls’ Swimming in the province. “  

 

Our motto is “Embracing our past, guarding our  

future” and with this in mind,  we appeal to the  

extended Rhenish family who have been and still are   

connected to our school,  to support our initiative.    

To join, call 083-676-2576 or v isit our website at 

 www.rhenish.co.za/support.htm 

 or email heritage@rhenish.co.za  

 

 

Back Row: Heidi van Niekerk, Bernhardine Uys, 
Kate Carty, Nicky Myburgh 
Seated in front: Sue Runkel and Carol Vermaak 

 

SCHOOL TERMS FOR 2011 

 

TERM  OPENS CLOSES 

FIRST 17 JANUARY (educators) 

19 JANUARY (learners) 

01 APRIL 

SECOND 11 APRIL 24 JUNE 

THIRD 18 JULY 30 SEPTEMBER 

FOURTH 10 OCTOBER 09 DECEMBER (learners)  

13 DECEMBER (educators) 

Appart from the usual public holidays, the following days are also school holidays:  26 April, 17 June, 8 August 

 

NOTICES 
 

SHOWSTOPPERS AT PLAY HOUSE, SOMERSET WEST 
Congratulations to Megan McLaughlin (9C), She is appearing in 

SHOWSTOPPERS CURTAIN CALL - a musical Extravaganza produced 

by the well known " Shiraz". Show dates 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 21, 

24 , 26, 27, 28, 29 May 2010 at the Playhouse Theatre Somerset West. It is a 

Bi annual production and always plays to Sold Out audiences. 

 

 

SINGLE DUVET COVERS PLEASE:  
The hostel is appealing to anyone who has old, worn, unwanted, even 

hideous single duvet covers (preferably the kind that have an opening at the 

bottom) ! They are needed as ñmattress saversò to protect our wonderful 

new mattresses from damage & dirt and when being stored/moved around. 

Please drop them off with Mrs Bedford at the hostel!  

 

http://www.rhenish.co.za/support.htm
mailto:heritage@rhenish.co.za
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DEAR PARENTS 
 
 
As we get to the time of June Examinations ï which begin in May this year ï there are a few things 
we need to emphasise: 
 
 
ü These are official examinations and therefore no papers may be written early or late.  

Anyone who misses an examination, except where a legitimate doctorôs certificate is 
produced, forfeits the entire mark for that paper. This is in line with departmental policy. (You 
will remember that parents were informed at the very first meetings of the year that 
examinations would be written up to the last day of term and thus no early holiday bookings 
should be made.) 

ü The official examination timetable has been issued and girls are to be at school at normal 
time (07:40) on the days they are writing. 

ü The department requires that learners be at school every day during exams, but if you 
choose to keep your daughter at home to study under your supervision, on the days she is 
not writing a paper, kindly inform the school by filling in the form at the end of the letter and 
returning it to your daughterôs register teacher by no later than Monday 10 May. Supervised 
study facilities will be provided every day by the school for learners who are not writing 
exams that day. Learners may not be in town, in coffee shops or in shopping malls during 
school hours. Kindly provide the school with a contact number. 

ü Buses will not leave before 13:00 during exams.  This has been co-ordinated with all three 
high schools in our area. 

ü Girls must bring all their own equipment to school for writing examinations. Calculators, 
maths sets, pens, pencils, coloured pencils, tissues, etc may never be asked for/borrowed 
during an exam. Tippex may never be used.  Please see to it that your daughter has 
everything she needs every day. 

ü Normal winter school uniform must be worn during exams. Girls may bring a small blanket 
for their legs while they are writing.  These blankets may not be worn to or from school!  No 
jewellery, make-up or lucky charms may be worn. Track suit pants may not be worn under 
school dresses. Track suits may not be worn to exam sessions. 

ü Dishonesty of any kind will mean that the marks for that examination will be forfeited, and 
may lead to the learnerôs being barred from the exam session. Cell phones are never 
permitted in class, and constitute an irregularity during exams. 

  RHENISH GIRLSô HIGH SCHOOL 
 

PO BOX 87 
KOCH STREET 
STELLENBOSCH 7599 

TEL:  021-887 6807 
FAX: 021-887 8090 

principal@rhenish.co.za 
 



 

 
REPLY SLIP CONCERNING JUNE EXAMINATIONS 2010 
 
NAME OF LEARNER____________________________________   CLASS __________ 
 
I will be supervising my daughterôs studying at home on the following days, when she will  
 
not be at school:__________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
My daughter requires supervised study at school on the days when she is not writing. 
 
YES/NO ________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME OF PARENT ____________________________ CONTACT NO.______________ 
 
ADDITIONAL CONTACT ________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


